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Enda: I 
won’t be 
EC chief

by ANGHARAD WILLIAMSJEAN-CLAUDE Juncker will be the next 
president of the European Commission, 
Taoiseach Enda Kenny has said – seem-
ingly putting himself firmly out of  
the running.

Speaking to Gay Byrne on RTÉ last night, 
Mr Kenny said: ‘I don’t see any circum-
stance in which Jean-Claude Juncker will 
not become the president of the commis-
sion.’ He added: ‘I’ve a job to do here and 
I’m happy and privileged to do that job as 
Taoiseach.’

The choice of the former Luxembourg 
prime minister is a controversial one, with 
British prime minister David Cameron 
strongly opposed to him.

However, he is the preferred candidate of 
the European People’s Party, the largest 
party in the European 
parliament, to which 
Fine Gael is aligned.

Nine leaders, includ-
ing French president 
Francois Hollande and 
Italy’s Matteo Renzi, 
have declared their 
support for Mr Junck-
er, while Angela Mer-
kel and her centre-left 
coalition partner have 
also cut a deal over 

Juncker’s appointment. Mr Cameron is  
understood to have been in favour of Mr 
Kenny as a compromise candidate. 

Today, Mr Cameron and deputy prime 
minister Nick Clegg will meet with Euro-
pean Council president Herman van 
Rompuy to spell out their concerns and 
open a debate about alternative candidates. 

Mr Cameron will risk deepening divisions 
between the UK and EU by forcing leaders 
from across the 28-member bloc to vote on 
the issue at the European Council summit 
this week unless his counterparts are pre-
pared to consider an alternative candidate.

He is arguing that the Commission’s head 
should be chosen by national leaders rather 

than the European Par-
liament, which is back-
ing Mr Juncker. Warn-
ing he will make it 
more difficult for rene-
gotiation of Britain’s 
relationship with Brus-
sels before a referen-
dum in 2017, Mr Cam-
eron said Mr Juncker 
could increase the like-
lihood of Britain leav-
ing the EU.Juncker: Preferred        Concerns: Cameron
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