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CURIOUS ABOUT…
Irish Showcase
Design store Designist will feature work from all over the 
country in the Irish Design Winter Showcase at The Little 
Museum of Dublin just in time for a bit of Christmas 
shopping. Some of the products will be exclusively on sale 
by a range of designers and craftspeople, including the 
Burren Perfumery, Foxford Wollen Mills and Kovet 
Until Dec 23, The Little Museum of Dublin, 15 St Stephen’s 
Green D2. Tel: (01) 661 1000. www.littlemuseum.ie

Kris Kristofferson
After selling out his first 
Olympia date, the actor 
and singer has added an 
extra night to his tour due 
to high demand. Catch the 
multi-award-winning 
member of the Country 
Music Hall Of Fame 
perform some old 
favourites as well as new 
tracks from the 
seventysomething’s most 
recent album Feeling Mortal
Tonight & tomorrow, The 
Olympia Theatre, 72 Dame 
St D2, 8pm, €44 to €57.50. 
Tel: 0818 719 300.  
www.olympia.ie

Oliver!
Having recently completed a two-year run at the Theatre Royal Drury Lane in 
London, Men Behaving Badly’s Neil Morrissey comes to Dublin to play the role of 
Fagin in Cameron Mackintosh’s musical Oliver! Get ready to sing along to classics I’d 
Do Anything and Food Glorious Food in a show that will delight the whole family 
Until Jan, Bord Gáis Energy Theatre, Grand Canal Square, Docklands D2, 7.30pm (mats 
2.30pm), from €20. Tel: 0818 719 377. www.bordgaisenergytheatre.ie

SMARTEN UP FOR…
Médecins San Frontiers Talk 
Hear a first-hand account of the war in 
Syria when Prof Paul McMaster, who has 
just returned from the conflict zone in 
northern Syria, speaks about his mission 
where he led a team that performed 
more than 100 surgeries from an 
operating theatre in a cave hospital 
Wed, RHA Gallery, Ely Place D2, 6.30pm, 
free tickets from events@dublin.msf.org. 
Tel: (01) 660 3337. www.msf.ie.

GIGGLE AT…

David O’Doherty
This year saw David O’Doherty 
publish his latest book  
100 Facts About Sharks and 
become the first Irish comedian 
to record a Comedy Central TV 
Special in America. Now he returns 
to his hometown with his show, 
where he will be performing stand-up and songs on his 
Casio keyboard, taking on subjects including bicycle 
repair, and featuring some special sex tips…  
Wed until Sun, Whelan’s, 25 Wexford St D2, (mat Sat 3pm)
8pm, €16.50. Tel: (01) 478 0766. www.whelanslive.com

YOUR DUBLIN WEEKWITH ANGHARAD WILLIAMS

Musically, there are departures from 
the band’s classic punk-pop template, 
not all of them happy: the misbegotten 
closer, The Forgotten, pitches the band 
into sincerity-oozing piano-ballad 
territory. But there are great horns and 
production dynamics on the lovely, 
soulfully yearning opener, Brutal Love. 
If it’s not quite Green Day at their 
jubilant, snarling best, they still 
manage to make midlife crisis sound 
youthfully vibrant and infectiously 
breezy.  Robert Shore

Wu Block: Wu Block 
Eone HHHII
Rather than the near-
mythological anticipation 
that once surrounded 

Wu-Tang projects, Wu Block – headed 
by Ghostface Killah and Sheek Louch 
– seems to have slipped out with little 
fanfare. That’s possibly because these 
hip-hop luminaries don’t feel pressured 
to prove their heavyweight status; in 
Ghost’s words, Wu Block is ‘real street 
s**t for the fans’. The super-assured 
flows hit hard and the collective 
rapport has zing, right from opener 
Crack Spot Stories (where Raekwon and
Jadakiss join the banter and bravado), 
while the soul-funk backdrops are 
satisfyingly sturdy. Admittedly, there’s 
a period-piece quality to the posturing 
on numbers such as Guns For Life and 
Cocaine Central, and Wu Block’s 
power lies in its steady familiarity – 
Method Man’s punchy presence on 
Pull Tha Cars Out; Erykah Badu’s 
elegant guest glide through Drivin 
Round. It’s hip-hop icons as heritage 
act – they give it some heft without 
breaking a sweat. Arwa Haider

surely must be in on the joke.
Matching retro sensibilities with 

inventive production flourish but never 
sacrificing a good tune to an overkill 
of bells and whistles, this may not live 
up to Ronson’s comment: ‘It’s going to 
open up the arteries and change the 
sound of music,’ but it’s a punchy, 
soulful and gratifyingly experimental 
pop record.   Amy Dawson
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GET DOWN TO…

Duke Special
From recording songs for the 
Northern Ireland edition of 
Sesame Street to performing 
his music with a full 
orchestra, it’s impossible to 
pigeonhole the work of Duke 
Special. The singer his 
currently on tour throughout 
Ireland and appears with 
special guests in the 
atmospheric surroundings of 
The Pepper Canister Church. 
Tonight, The Pepper Canister 
Church, Mount Street Crescent 
D2, 8pm, €19. Tel: 0818 719 
300. www.ticketmaster.ie.


