
Irishman guilty of 
sex in Dubai taxi
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AN IRISHMAN was yesterday sen-
tenced to three months’ jail in the 
United Arab Emirates for having sex 
in the back of a taxi. 

Former boxer Conor McRedmond 
from Tullamore, Co Offaly, and  
Rebecca Blake from south London, 
were accused of stripping naked and 
having sex in the back of the taxi  
in Dubai after a ten-hour drinking  
session. 

The pair pleaded not guilty to the 
charges of ‘breach of honour with 
consent’ and committing ‘an inde-
cent act in a taxi’, and claimed they 
were just hugging in the taxi. 

But driver Qaiser Khan and a po-
liceman claimed the two were engag-
ing in sexual activities. 

Welder McRedmond, 28, met re-
cruitment consultant Blake, 29, on 
May 4 at one of the city’s many all-
you-can-drink brunches before mov-
ing on to the Irish Village pub. 

The driver picked up the couple at 
around 11pm that day, and he claimed 
that when he looked in his rear view 
mirror he saw McRedmond being 
straddled by Blake, who had taken 
her top off. 

When he spotted a police patrol car, 
the driver pulled over and the pair 
were arrested. 

According to McRedmond’s law-
yer, Shaker al-Shammary, DNA tests 
performed on the taxi’s interior 

showed that he and Blake had not had 
intercourse and claimed the pair had 
an argument with the taxi driver 
about the fare, which was why he re-
ported them to the police.

Blake lost her €125,000-a-year job 
over the incident.

McRedmond pleaded guilty to a 
third charge related to consumption 
of alcohol in public, but the two were 
found guilty of all charges by the  
Dubai Misdemeanours Court and 
sentenced to imprisonment for three 
months as well as given a fine of 
3,000 dirhams (€634) each. They will 
be deported once they have served 
their time. 

Mr al-Shammary said he will ap-
peal the conviction and both have 
been released on bail pending an ap-
peal hearing on the convictions, 
which will take place in January.
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